
Victim Assistance in Algeria:  then and now

Key Developments (LM 2002):
Algeria ratified the Mine Ban Treaty on 9 October 2001, and the treaty entered into force for Algeria on 1 April
2002. An interministerial commission responsible for the landmine issue is being established.

Indicator 1:  The extent to which information on mine victims’ demographics and needs is available.
According to original study:
LM 1999 indicates that IPR Strategic Business Information Database reports 40,000 killed and 80,000 wounded
from landmines. LM 2000 reports that Algerian officials confirm mine accidents have occurred in the Mitidja
region, around Algier (Blida), in the area of Mascara, Saςda, Relizane, and Kabilie, but no information
regarding the number and location of mine incidents is available due to the lack of an adequate data-collection
system.  There are plans to establish a WHO/ICRC Strategic Framework for Planning Integrated Mine Victim
Assistance Programmes in Algeria, which would include the development of a system for the monitoring and
surveillance of mine injuries.

According to LM 2002:
During the Army’s mine clearance operation in Sid Ali Bounab in April 2002, a mine explosion killed five
Islamists and wounded five military personnel.  The Salafist group is reported to have laid the mine, as its base
is located there.17

The lack of information on landmine casualties in 2001 and 2002 is due in large part to the absence of an overall
database in Algeria.  The need to establish such a database is one of the priorities for forthcoming
interministerial commission. 18 The Ministry of War Veterans has a database on military mine casualties, but
this information was not made available to Landmine Monitor. 19

Indicator 2:  The extent to which a national disability coordination mechanism exists and recognizes mine
victims.
According to original study:
LM 1999 reports that the care and rehabilitation of soldiers is the responsibility of the Servico de Ajuda Medica-
Militar (SAMM) and coordinates care for military mine victims exclusively.  The WHO plans to begin working
with the government during 2000 to establish a Strategic Framework for Planning Integrated Mine Victim
Assistance Programmes in Algeria, which would include the development of a national inter-ministerial
coordinating body.

According to LM 2002:
The Ministry of War Veterans and the Ministry of Defense are responsible for providing assistance to military
mine survivors, while the Ministry of National Solidarity has responsibility for civilian survivors. Mine
survivors have free access to local and national structures of the Ministry of Health. 20

Indicator 3: The extent to which programs and services for the medical care and rehabilitation of mine
victims are available.
According to original study:
No information available.

According to LM 2002:
Since the end of 2000, Handicap International has established a rehabilitation center in Algiers and conducted a
program for persons with disabilities but none of the patients are believed to be mine survivors. 21
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In June 2001, the ICRC signed an agreement with the Algerian Ministry of Health to create a production unit at
the Ben Aknoun prosthetic/orthotic center in northern Algiers. 23 The unit has the capacity to produce 150
prostheses per year with the intended beneficiaries being Sahrawi ex-combatants and victims of violence.  Two
technicians undertook a training course at the ICRC center in Ethiopia.

Indicator 4:  The extent to which programs and services for the social and economic reintegration of mine
victims are available
According to original study:
According to LM 1999, the Algerian National Assembly adopted legislation in 1974 to provide financial
assistance to landmine survivors.

According to LM 2002:
Social and economic measures for persons with disabilities are part of the global framework of governmental
social action.22

Indicator 5:  The extent to which mine victims are protected and supported by effective laws and policies.
According to original study:
According to LM 1999, the Algerian National Assembly adopted legislation in 1974 to provide financial
assistance to landmine survivors.

According to LM 2002:
No information available.

Indicator 6: The extent to which there is a disability community advocacy network.
According to original study:
No information available.

According to LM 2002:
No information available.
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