
Victim Assistance in Cyprus:  then and now

Key Developments (LM 2002):
In January 2002, the government of Cyprus introduced a bill to Parliament calling for early approval and
ratification of the Mine Ban Treaty. Cyprus reports that it has cleared and destroyed more that 11,000 mines
during the last two years. It has announced plans to clear the heavily-mined buffer zone that divides the island,
starting unilaterally if necessary.

Indicator 1:  The extent to which information on mine victims’ demographics and needs is available.
According to original study:
LM 1999 reports the number of civilian mine victims since 1974 to be unknown.  LM 2000 reports no new
civilian or military casualties in the buffer zone.

According to LM 2002:
According to a press report, over the past 28 years three United Nations peacekeepers and several civilians have
been killed or injured by landmines in Cyprus.  The most recent death of a Greek Cypriot civilian was in 1997.
In March 1999, a National Guard soldier was killed when an antivehicle mine exploded during a demining
operation in a village on the ceasefire line south of Nicosia.37

In 2001, there were no casualties from mines in the government-controlled areas or in the buffer zone.38  A
Turkish Cypriot official added that there have been no landmine casualties in the north; there have been no
media reports of casualties.39

Indicator 2:  The extent to which a national disability coordination mechanism exists and recognizes mine
victims.
According to original study:
LM 2000 reports that there is a national disability coordination body in Cyprus.

According to LM 2002:
No information available.

Indicator 3: The extent to which programs and services for the medical care and rehabilitation of mine
victims are available.
According to original study:
No information available.

According to LM 2002:
Nicosia General Hospital did not treat and was not asked to advise on the treatment of any mine casualties
(including from the north) in 200.40

Indicator 4:  The extent to which programs and services for the social and economic reintegration of mine
victims are available
According to original study:
No information available.

According to LM 2002:
No information available.

Indicator 5:  The extent to which mine victims are protected and supported by effective laws and policies.
According to original study:
No information available.
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According to LM 2002:
No information available.

Indicator 6: The extent to which there is a disability community advocacy network.
According to original study:
No information available.

According to LM 2002:
No information available.
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